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I discuss out-of-school writing practices that high school Generation 1.5 students engage in, with respect to the types, medium, and language choice for those voluntary writing activities. This includes a discussion of how knowledge of these students’ out-of-school writing experiences and practices could be used in the teacher training process.
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Implications for teacher educators to prepare in- and pre-service teachers to teach writing
Teacher educators need to help pre- and in-service teachers (1) expand their notion of writing, (2) value adolescent Gen. 1.5 students’ out-of-school, self-sponsored writing practices, and (3) bridge out-of-school writing with classroom practices.  
Pre- and in-service teachers can and should 
(1) Reflect on their own everyday writing
    * Kinds of writing activities 

    * Meaning/role of writing (writing as a social practice) 

    * What involves writing 

(2) Get familiarized with the literature 
     * Acknowledge and value adolescent Gen. 1.5 students’ writing practices 

Literacy as a social practice (Barton & Hamilton, 1998; Gee, 1999; Heath, 1983; 

   Scribner & Cole, 1981; Street, 1984). 

Multiple literacies (“through multiple experiences, in multiple contexts, with multiple   text genres (both oral and written), for multiple purposes” (Kern, 1995, p. 67). 

(3) Teachers as ethnographers (conduct ethnographies) 
     * Rarely discuss the skills and tools that our teachers need in order to conduct their own    
        ethnography 

     * Teach ethnographic skills: participant observation, fieldnotes, artifacts (survey), interviews 
(4) Make focused observations on “writing instruction” in the classroom  
Compare/contrast out-of-school & in-school writing practice 
Bridging out-of-school writing w/ classroom practices 
