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Language Attitudes Survey

Write down as many words or phrases that come to mind when you think of the following terms:

Dialect:

Accent:

Caribbean Creole English:

Standard English:

A comparison of curriculum expectations with CCE student knowledge.
Curriculum expectations


CCE-speaking student

Prior knowledge of US history,

Uneven or little knowledge of US history,

culture and literature



culture, and literature.

Monolingual/monodialectal


Spans a range of bidialectalism

Speaking in predominantly SE

Speech is a mixture of CCE and SE.

Reading at grade level



Student may not be reading at grade level

Writing in SE




Writing in a mixture of standard and 







nonstandard forms (different syntax and







word meanings)

Control of mechanics – punctuation,

Uneven knowledge and control of

spelling, etc.




punctuation

Narrative style: topic centered

Narrative style: topic associated (based on







oral discourse norms)

Combination of hypotactic (use of

Predominant use of paratactic structures for 

subordination) and paratactic (use

narrative cohesion.

of coordination) cohesive structures.

Written argument built on persuasion
Written argument built on personal or community experience and beliefs, 







proverbs, etc.

US classroom interaction & discourse

Caribbean classroom interaction & discourse

Balance of teacher and student

Teacher centered

centered

Teacher authority deflected (veiled

Teacher authority asserted (direct command)

commands)

Most questions asked by the teacher,

Most questions asked by the teacher.

although student questions

encouraged.
TEACHERS

Language, literacy, and pedagogy

· Familiarize yourself with language features, patterns, and uses of CCE students through training and professional development. 

· Make language an object of study – focus on language variation in different contexts. Document it and write it down.  

· Have print rich classroom – library, computers, dictionaries, art, word wall, display student work.  

· For class readings, include Caribbean writers such as – Louis Bennett (Jamaican), Paul Keens-Douglas (Trinidadian), Olive Senior, Edwidge Danticat (Haitian), Merle Hodge (Jamaican), V.S. Naipaul Trinidadian). Short stories are very effective, in addition to novels.  

· Use the process writing approach.

· Probe students for clarification when their oral or written language is unclear.

· Ensure that students write and/or read everyday in class. 

· Actively teach reading strategies. 

· Incorporate test-like literacy expectations and demands into classroom activity. Do units that are more sustained, e.g focus on the Caribbean. 

· Develop a good listening ear for accent difference.

· Keep a folder for each student to document their work and progress. Include assessment rubrics.  

· Incorporate authentic and ongoing assessment. 

· Make curriculum requirement explicit. Translate ELA curriculum into “kid friendly” language.

Sociological/cultural approaches

· Become familiar with community practices, values, beliefs, and educational experiences. 

· Have students fill out questionnaires on first day of class to get a sense of who they are. 

· Visit Caribbean students’ neighborhoods in New York at least twice per term.

· If possible, visit Caribbean students’ countries and visit schools there.

STUDENTS

Language and literacy -- what do they need?

· Linguistic cultural awareness on the part of the teacher. Challenge language/dialect myths

· Linguistic awareness on the part of students of their own language practices. Challenge language/dialect myths. Language perception vs. actual language use and production.

· Explicit knowledge of the difference between typical features of oral vs written academic language.

· Regular and sustained reading and writing on a range of genres, topics.

· Explicitly contrasted oral language features with features of academic writing. Beware of “false friends.”

· Self-editing strategies for writing.

· Reading strategies – how to read different types of texts – textbooks, standardized test questions, novels, short stories, newspapers, blogs, emails, text message.

· Explicit knowledge of curriculum demands, knowledge assumptions, test question language, format and assumptions.

· How to adjust language to different audiences (formal vs. informal register)

· Vocabulary building exercises

· Grammar awareness exercises

· Regular, honest, and constructive feedback/assessment on their academic performance

What should students do?

· Do short-term and long-term projects.

· Read regularly. They might form classroom book clubs or family book reading pairs with one family member to read and share idea on a novel, short story or poem.

· Write regularly in different genres as stipulated by curriculum.

Sociological/cultural

· Get involved in school-based organizations. 

· Communicate any problems they’re experiencing to a teacher and/or guidance counselor immediately

SCHOOLS

What should they do?

Sociological/cultural

· Show respect for students’ culture, cultural knowledge, and build on it through literature and other means.

· Provide support systems (counseling) to help with migration stress, especially in the case of staggered migration and reuniting with family members; dealing with interrupted education, and friendships and family relations. Maybe even resentment at migration, and adjusting to a new country, culture, and ways of doing school.

· Set up buddy system. 

· Make school rules, expectations explicit, preferably in writing. Give to students and parents/guardians. 

· Showcase the students’ culture throughout the year, not just in Black History month through multiple literacies.

· Develop school-community partnership. Partner with school/teachers in the Caribbean – online. Use the respective Caribbean country consulates to set this up. Share ideas about teaching and teacher beliefs. 

Language and literacy
· Document the specific parts of the curriculum that present the most challenge for students and focus on addressing these schoolwide. 

· Keep accurate records of baseline data, test scores, portfolio assessment. 

· Provide resource room support – reading, writing tutors who are appropriately trained. 

· Provide reference sources such as the Dictionary of Caribbean English (Allsopp, 1996) in class.

PARENTS AND THE COMMUNITY

What would parents want to know?

· How to get access to school information? 

· What are the right questions to ask?

· How to support their children’s academic work?  

· How to get help for special needs children?

What can parents do?

· Become a school volunteer
· Regularly attend PTA. 
· Work on school board. 
· Read with children.
What can members of community based organizations do?

· Work in partnership with school. 

· Host events at the school. Showcase the culture and community in a positive way.

· Have students volunteer at community based activities. 

· Serve as advocate for community.

· Donate books, equipment to school.

· Volunteer in after school program.

Teacher’s response to student writing

Dear ________________:

After reading your draft:

I liked:

1.

2.

3.

I didn’t understand:

1.

2.

3.

I’d like you to develop/add:

1.

2.

3.

I’d like you to explain/clarify:

1.

2.

3.

Please change:

1.

2.

3.

Writing Process Awareness Sheet

Please submit with each revised draft of your written work

	Content

I changed/added:
	To:
	Reason:

	Based on instructor/peer feedback

1.
	
	

	My own changes

2.


	
	

	3.


	
	


	Grammar

I changed/added:
	To:
	Reason:

	1.
	
	

	2.


	
	

	3.


	
	


	Mechanics

I changed/added:
	To:
	Reason:

	1.
	
	

	2.


	
	

	3.


	
	


Editing codes for teacher and student
Content

Expl = Explain

Adexpl = Add example

Detl = More detail needed

Trans = Change/add appropriate transition word

WC = Inappropriate word choice

Grammar

SV = Subject/verb agreement

VT – Verb tense incorrect or need tense inflection

Rephrs = Rephrase sentence

Plur – Need plural “s”

Poss – Need possessive “s”

Mechanics

Sp = Spelling error

Punc = Incorrect punctuation mark or need punctuation

Cap = Need capital letter

( = Need new paragraph

Codeswitching exercise

Switch the codes in the following sentences or passages between the vernacular and standard variety
	Vernacular/dialect
	Standard English


	Describe your process/feelings

	Me tell im, “get outta mih face!”


	
	

	Standard English


	Vernacular/dialect
	Describe your process/feelings

	It was a freezing cold day.


	
	


KWLQ Chart for Reading Comprehension

	K = Know


	W = Want
	L = Learn


	Q = Questions

	
	
	
	


Reader response chart with home reading partner

Name of book:

Author:

	Me
	My reading partner

	I liked:


	I liked:

· 

	I didn’t understand:

· 
	I didn’t understand:

· 

	I have questions about:

· 
	I have questions about:

· 

	Quotes


	Notes
	Quotes
	Notes
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