SLWIS Open Business Meeting Minutes - TESOL 2009
Thursday, March 26, 2009, 5:00-7:00 PM

Denver Convention Center - Denver, CO

Gigi Taylor, 2008-2009 Chair, convened the meeting at 5:00 PM. Approximately 35 members were in attendance.

1. Members of the 2008-9 and 2009-10 Steering Committee were introduced.  They are as follows:
· 2008-9: Tony Silva, Charles Nelson, Alison Petro, Deborah Crusan (Past Chair), Gigi Taylor (Chair), Chris Tardy (Chair-Elect)

· 2009-10: Deborah Crusan, Jennifer Mott-Smith, Saijua Xia, Danielle Zawodny Wetzel (Chair-Elect), Chris Tardy (Chair), Gigi Taylor (Past Chair)
Other IS officers were acknowledged and thanked.  They are as follows:
· Other officers: Cate Crosby (secretary), Margi Wald (newsletter), Sharon Whitehead (newsletter), Charles Nelson (web manager), Tony Silva (Development Officer), Paul Matsuda (historian), Youngjoo Yi (e-list manager)
· Thank people (Deborah, Margi)

2. Minutes from last year’s business meeting were reviewed.  A change in wording of the minutes was noted.  Danielle Zawodny Wetzel moved to approve the minutes with the noted change.  Everyone present approved.  
3. Gigi Taylor shared the annual report of SLWIS activities.  These activities included the following:
· Conference proposals for this year were a record number - 170
· Conference proposal strategy for next year (the same as this year, but 1 + 5); don’t overaccept
· Discussion about listserv – It was suggested to work on coordinating a good policy for discussion on the listserv.
4. At this point in the meeting, IS chair responsibilities were turned over to Christine Tardy, 2009-2010 chair.
5. Margi Wald shared newsletter updates with the membership.  She thanked the newsletter editorial board and solicited submissions for the upcoming newsletter.  There is currently a need for a context column editor.  Anyone interested should contact Margi.  She also highlighted the new intersection newsletter – Perspectives on Plagiarism - a collaboration between the SLW and CALL ISs.  The editorial board for this newsletter are looking for themes for future publications.  Ideas?  Send them to Margi. 
6. A certificate of service was presented to Gigi Taylor for her service to the IS.

7. Christine Tardy presented to the membership the idea of having a special project ad hoc committee to design a survey for TESOL members regarding interests in L2 writing.  It would involve designing a survey and applying for the TESOL special project grant (deadline: May 1; amount: $300).  Charles Nelson recommended the National Writing Project and the group they have for ELLs as being a possible group outside of TESOL to survey.  Three members volunteered to work on this.  
8. Next year’s TESOL Conference Chair visited the business meeting to invite us to the Boston TESOL party next year from March 24, 2009 to March 27, 2009.  Howard Gardner will be one of the keynote speakers.  The committee is also planning a K-12 Dream Day where special events will be planned specifically for K-12 ESL teachers.  The call for proposals is already posted on the TESOL website.  Some of the session types have changed – more inclusive and interactive sessions have been added.  The proposal evaluation rubric has been revised for clarity.  It was also decided that each IS should have at least one discussion group.  The deadline for proposal submission is June 2, 2009.

9. Christine Tardy then made the following announcements:
· Reminder of special sessions and tonight’s event

· Reminder of TESOL awards – She encouraged us to apply for these since many aren’t applied for and go unused.
· Readers for next year – Those interested in this can sign up at the IS booth or on the sign up sheet or contact Christine Tardy.
· Electronic resource center – The membership was encouraged to submit something to this resource.  It was pointed out that research reports will now be included on the site.  It is a peer reviewed publication.  Also, it is a good resource for our global members who aren’t able to attend the conference and/or have little access to good materials.  Deborah Crusan suggested that those who are teaching a methods and materials course to have students submit something as a course project.
· Next year’s conference: encourage Pre-Conference Institutes – Members were encouraged to think about possible ideas for pre-conference institutes for next year.  There is a separate call for proposals for this session as well as a later deadline and a separate place for information regarding this on the TESOL website.
10. Christine Tardy then facilitated a brainstorming session on topics for next year’s sessions.  These are as follows:
Topics/Issues of Interest for 2010 TESOL (and for the SLW-IS in general)
· Working with NNES writers in writing centers, learning centers, “mainstream” programs

· Using multiple languages for research assignments

· Advocacy for L2 writers, models for collaboration

· Plagiarism

· Turnitin.com

· Administrative homes of L2 writing programs

· Preserving careers/programs in economic downturn

· Are we still recruiting international students?

· Privatization of writing programs, etc. (outsourcing), US, Japan, etc.

· Global literacy—what is it, how can it be taught

· 21st century skills—what does this mean for ESL students?

· Out of school literacy

· Mediated interaction between international and resident students

· Distance education in writing, using audio feedback

· Reading/writing connections

· Book clubs (K-12, IEP)

· What is “good writing” today?

· Vocabulary in writing

· Effectiveness of writing instruction

· Graduate and postdoctoral level writing

· International graduate students in SLA and rhetoric & composition programs (how can they shape those programs?)

· How does internationalization of English affect writing instruction/standards?

· Reflections on own writing and research processes

· Internationalizing the IS, reaching out to people who can’t come to the conference, outreach, etc.

· Service learning and writing

· Secondary learners with learning disabilities

· Writing standards in ESOL education

· Articulation between secondary and postsecondary educational settings

· Policy development and advocacy

· Mentoring native speaking tutors to work with L2 writers

· Discourses

· Source use/instruction on source use

· Teacher education and skills

· Digital writing, networks

· Gen 1.5

· Building a support infrastructure—from remediation to mediation!

· Assessment—automated

· Socioeconomic issues of Gen 1.5 and writing instruction

· Creating responsive changes in institutions

· Haiku’s contribution to academic writing

· Knowledge display through writing

· Assessment to curriculum

· Feedback in classroom

· Writing Centers at English-medium universities outside the U.S.

11. Finally, members present introduced themselves and mingled/networked/identified potential collaborators for next year’s conference.
The meeting ended at approximately 6:45 PM.

