Second Language Writing Interest Section, Business Meeting
April 3, 2008, 5:00 – 7:00 PM, Sheraton Madison Suite 3, New York City
Deborah Crusan, 2007-2008 Chair, convened the meeting at 5:00 PM. Approximately 35 members were in attendance.

Members approved the 2007 Planning Meeting and Open Meeting minutes.

Cate Crosby, Secretary, gave the Steering Committee report: 

· Deborah Crusan will continue the social event to meet the stars of the field. Tony Silva will elicit support from presses to support this networking event. 

· Charles Nelson will work with Chris Tardy to move the SLW-IS website to his site. The Steering Committee also discussed setting up a wiki or blog to consolidate SLW discussions.

· Tony Silva, Deborah Crusan, and Jessie Moore are taking the lead on efforts to bridge CCCC SLW and TESOL SLW.

· Allison Petro, Cate Crosby, Gigi Taylor, and Chris Tardy will work on a survey to elicit issues/topics from the interest section’s wider contingency.

Margi Wald gave the Newsletter Editor’s Report:

· Margi introduced the newsletter co-editor, Cate Crosby, and the column editors.

· She noted that the last newsletter came out a bit late due to a backlog at the central office.
· Members can use the My Profile feature on the TESOL website to check whether they’ve requested the newsletter email.

· Margi and Cate are working with CALL-IS for a collaborative newsletter. Contact Margi if you are interested in contributing.

· Margi also distributed a call for submissions and a call for editors.

Deborah announced the SLW Social Networking event which immediately follows the meeting. She also noted that the booth is staffed all week by the field experts attending the evening event.

She encouraged those in attendance to join the listserv and get involved by running for an office and/or volunteering to read proposals.

Deborah noted that the number of SLW-IS slots at the conference is based on the number of proposals to the interest section. She encouraged members to submit to SLW-IS. 

Deborah received a certificate of appreciation from TESOL for her service to the Interest Section.

Deborah then turned the meeting over to Gigi Taylor, 2008-2009 Chair, for the planning portion of the meeting. Gigi reminded attendees of the breadth of the SLW-IS mission and invited submission ideas from the floor, encouraging members to be attentive to the range of contexts represented by the IS.

Brainstorming List from Planning Portion of Meeting: Suggested Proposal Topics
· What happens after ESL classes when students enter mainstream (thinking, pattering, prep in EAP)?
· Linked courses
· Materials development
· HE mainstreamed – longitudinal tracking across 4 years (post-ESL)
· Program administration – realistic expectations, institutional context, resources
· Acquisition of academic language (native & non-native; academic language as a second language)
· Overlap with L1 academic language development
· Teacher training for graduate students for working with second language writers
· Graduate research writing (comparisons across branches/disciplines)
· Corpus linguistics
· WAC issues
· Teacher education/professional development for mainstream teachers
· Writing Centers – L2 writing/intercultural sensitivity
· Case studies from K-12 ( Postsecondary
· Programs that offer composition training and offer ESL
· Professional placement of ESL writing professionals (rank? Track?)
· All of the above in EFL (strategies, challenges, plagiarism, successes, environment)
· “the joy of plagiarism”
· Writing strategies in EFL
· Plagiarism in EFL
· Writing assessment (machine assessment/scoring, context, teacher education, placement, outsourcing)
· Dialogue about context (ESL vs. EFL, K-12 vs. HE)
· Conversation among people from different contexts
· Populations of L2 writers (voice, pedagogy)
· Formative feedback, effect
· Intercultural rhetoric (analysis through student interviews)
· Corpus linguistics
· Writing for accuracy versus writing for content
· Assessing instructional needs
· Reading/writing connection
· Rising [x] exam (i.e., rising junior)
· Grammar
· Mainstreaming too early
· No Child Left Behind
· High school exit writing exams
· “How to” advocacy for second language writers and SLW programs (successful program models for advocacy and for collaborating across contexts)
· Something with Denver TESOL affiliate to represent K-12
· Assignment design
· Continental/cultural differences
· Need for professional development
· Balancing ESL teachers’ expertise with need for all teachers to develop some expertise
· “teaching despite the standards” (Meeting the standards and still using best practices)
· Funding sources
During the planning portion, members expressed a desire to develop intersections with the CCCC SLW events and to consider developing SLW-IS position statements on issues of importance to our field. Members also suggested distributing job postings via the IS website and e-list.

The meeting ended at approximately 6:45 PM, although several small group conversations carried over to the SLW-IS networking event.
