
SLW-IS Open Meeting Minutes

March 21, 2007







Seattle, WA

Leadership Update

· Jessie Moore (Kapper) opened the meeting by introducing herself and other officers.

· Jessie Moore is current/outgoing Chair.

· Deborah Crusan is our incoming Chair.

· Gigi Taylor is our Chair-Elect. 

· Christina Ortmeier-Hooper is our Past-Chair.  She is being honored with the D. Scott Enright TESOL Interest Section Service Award, but is ill and unable to attend TESOL this year.

· Steering Committee Members include Subarna Banerjee, Cathryn Crosby, Charles Nelson, and Tony Silva.

· Christine Tardy is our web manager.  She is serving through the next year but would like someone to start working with her on the website in a few months.

· Margi Wald is our newsletter editor.

· Youngjoo Yi is our discussion e-list manager.

SLW-IS TESOL Events

· Our Planning Session is Thursday from 12-1 PM.  We will be brainstorming topics for next year’s sessions. 

· Academic Sessions are Thursday from 8:30-11:15 AM.

· We have two InterSections, one with Material Writers and one with Higher Education.  Both are on Friday.

· There are many reasons to visit our booth, including a number of well known scholars who will be staffing it.  People are encouraged to stop by the booth and talk with them, ask questions, etc.  

· “An Evening with the SLW-IS” is Thursday night from 6-8 PM.  A number of well known L2 writing scholars will again be available to talk and take questions. They’ll be talking about hot topics in L2 writing.  Scholars will identify themselves at the microphone and talk about what they’re currently interested in.  Then people are free to walk around and discuss. Follow-up Note:  Approximately 60 people attended “An Evening with the SLW-IS.”
Opportunities for Involvement

· For next year, we’re looking for proposal readers to help us adjudicate the proposals that get submitted to the IS.  Contact Deborah Crusan if interested.
· Margi Wald is looking for help with the newsletter, preferably a co-editor and a book review editor.  She is happy to work with people who don’t have a lot of editing experience.  She is especially interested in getting people involved who are not in college/university contexts. 

· Margi also requested that we consider writing up our TESOL presentations or lesson plans for inclusion in the next newsletter.
· The new TESOL Resource Center was just launched in February.  This is a members-only resource center which is also peer reviewed. Anyone can make a submission and the author retains copyright.  There are also opportunities to serve as reviewers.  We brainstormed topics and materials that might be useful for both new and old members: lesson plans; special topics on certain grammatical or writing issues;  plagiarism; case studies of program models, and where writing instructors fall within institutional contexts.  

· Our SLW-IS website is available for anyone to use. To clarify, materials submitted to the SLW-IS website are not peer reviewed. We talked about who our broader (i.e. not just members) audience might be and what resources they might be interested in.  One idea was to share what other teacher educators do to train pre-service L2 writing teachers.  Another idea was to look for books that could be downloaded for free (for examples, see the WAC Clearinghouse). We should also consider what types of resources we’d like to have available for people in other fields.  Other ideas included: assessment; specific assignment examples; syllabi; curriculum models; bridging programs from high school to college; information about Generation 1.5 learners and heritage speakers; response to student writing; writers who have passed the state minimum; help for people who are outside the ESL context who are looking at NNS writing; writing centers; lists of writing centers that are outside of the K-12 contexts; grammar.

Announcements

· Our resolution on conflicting dates for CCCC and TESOL will be voted on at the Annual Business Meeting from 5:00-6:30 PM in 2A and 2B.  Follow-up Note:  Our resolution failed in a vote of approximately 30 to 91.  Deborah Crusan, Jessie Moore, and Gigi Taylor all spoke on behalf of the resolution.  Based on the pre-vote discussion, a number of the affiliates were opposed to the resolution on the grounds that TESOL was more important than other conferences and that if TESOL were scheduled in conjunction CCCC, then TESOL could also be asked to schedule around any number of other conferences.
· There is also a resolution on international advocacy.  The resolution asks TESOL to make reference to international standards and conditions whenever possible  and, whenever possible, to make applications of their resolutions to international contexts.  Tony Silva made a motion to endorse this resolution.  It was seconded by Margi Wald.  The motion carried.

· Our membership was at approximately 200 last year, but is now at 490.  We are approximately the 6th largest IS. We need to encourage people outside of higher-education contexts to be part of the IS.

· Jessie Moore was presented with a certificate of recognition from TESOL for her work on the SLW-IS.

· There have been some glitches in the membership settings, so people should double-check their membership settings to ensure that they are on our list and part of the listserv.  Members should have received an electronic newsletter.

· Old newsletters are archived our website.

· Christine Tardy from the TESOL Awards Committee encouraged members to apply for awards.  Each year 15-20 awards are offered, but few people apply. 

· Ohio State University in Columbus, OH is hosting an Intercultural Rhetoric Conference in June.  People are invited to send abstracts and to attend.


