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Focused self-assessment is much more than encouraging students to look for mistakes and correct them.  It’s about giving students the confidence that they need to successfully apply their knowledge of language in a way that is methodical and uncomplicated.  

In fact, methodical and uncomplicated is what we have found to be the key to successful self-assessment.  Why?

We know that as writers there are multiple tasks that we need to attend to while we are working.  We know, for example, that in order for our writing to be effective, it must 

a) Be organized
b) Be developed
c) Use correct, and appropriate, vocabulary
d) Have proper use of grammar and mechanics
However, unsuccessful writers are so overwhelmed that they tend to shut down.  What they don’t understand is that the writing process does not have to be complicated.  In fact, if they take certain steps – one at a time – they can easily increase their level of writing and, in turn, become a more successful writer.  The question is, how do we do that?  

There are three basic steps that can easily be incorporated into your lessons that will help.  
1) Provide input and examples of both effective and ineffective language use. 
2) Involve students in peer review and peer editing, as well as self-editing
3) Provide students with the key for productive self-editing

In the end, why does this approach to self-assessment work?  First, it is methodical.  Second, it is uncomplicated.   What’s more, these writing tools can be used again and again in every writing situation.  If students can use these tools successfully, then we have done our job.   
