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Introduction
· Self-assessment a central role in a learner-based curriculum
· Self-assessment different than teacher-directed assessment for summative evaluation purposes

· Self-assessment – an ability to reflect on the goals, content, methods of learning and evaluate learning progress and learning effectiveness

Benefits of Self-Assessment
· Self-assessment directly involves learners in their own destiny.

· Self-assessment promotes learner autonomy and self-sufficiency in language learning. 

· Self-assessment trains learners to evaluate their own language performance accurately, see the gap in their learning, and initiate self-repair to redirect their learning toward the learning goal.

· Self-assessment increases learners’ awareness of the learning process and stimulates them to consider course content and assessment critically.

· Self-assessment increases learners’ knowledge of their learning goals and their learning needs, and thus enhances their motivation and goal orientation.

· Self-assessment reduces the teacher’s workload.
Potential Problems of Self-Assessment
· Contextual irrelevance and inappropriateness perceived by students

· Lack of a consistent definition, i.e. self-rating, self-appraisal, self-testing, self-monitoring, etc., making a comparison of empirical findings difficult
· Teachers’ confusion over the diverse functions of self-assessment, i.e. placement, certification, diagnosis, feedback, program evaluation, learner attitudes, learning preferences, etc.
Further Concerns of Self-Assessment
· Summative self-assessment
· Validity: 
Self-assessment scores in strong average correlations with external assessment on receptive skills but in relative low average correlations with productive skills
· Reliability:
Global self-rating scales lacking specificity eliciting student response in relative terms
· Practicality:
Lack of meaningful relation to external assessment criteria to establish a sense of development
· Objectivity:
Self-flattery or self-abasement

· Capacity: 
Lack of linguistic competence and familiarity with assessment criteria to perform accurate self-evaluation
· Formative self-assessment 
· Reliability/validity questionable though less of importance than that of summative assessment

· Poor learner attitude and motivation leading to strong learner resistance
· Lack of modeling, guidance, and practice leading to lack of learner capacity

Solution to Problems in Formative Self-Assessment
· Creation of a supportive environment, i.e. extensive teacher feedback for modeling.

· Well-defined scoring criteria and good descriptors to provide a close guidance 
· Guided experience with peer assessment leading to independent self-assessment

· Self-assessment activities to be task-specific and learner-relevant
· Self-assessment to be both product- and process-based

· Self-assessment techniques to be diversified, i.e. portfolios, questionnaires, checklists, logs, etc.

Conclusion
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