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Course-embedded assessment refers to program- or institution-wide formative assessment embedded in courses to focus attention on student learning and to facilitate student awareness of the assessment process.

Guidelines (from Farmer, 1999)
· Understand curriculum as a plan of learning, not merely a collection of courses.

· Provide sequential and cumulative learning.

· Encourage transferable learning across the curriculum.

· Design the curriculum as a matrix by integrating skill development into subject matter courses.

· Implement student-centered teaching strategies to foster active rather than passive learning.

· Develop qualitative, performance-based course-embedded assessment strategies both to assess student learning and to increase student learning.

· Define mastery learning as the ability to apply prior learning to a new stimulus.

Kean University’s student outcome objectives for composition across courses

The student will demonstrate

· critical and creative thinking skills (including cognition, comprehension, application, analysis, synthesis, and evaluation) in producing unified, coherent papers.

· the ability to vary rhetorical strategies in conjunction with varying purposes, audiences, and content.

· the ability to incorporate source material into writing.

· the ability to structure essays coherently.

· knowledge and understanding of standard English usage with respect to grammar, punctuation, and spelling.

Application in Kean University’s ESL Program

Placement, mid-term, and final in-class (exam) essays for each course using a holistic rubric.

Instructor of record assesses placement and mid-term essays, while 2 other instructors assess the final exam.

Application in class with writing evaluation rubric

	1.   Introduce students to rubric
	5.   Self-assess with the rubric 

	2.   Model the rubric
	6.   Compare self-assessment with teacher’s assessment

	3.   Peer review with the rubric
	7.   Use rubric to guide the next paper.

	4.   Teacher feedback with the rubric
	


Writing assessment criteria (Huot): 

site-based, locally controlled, context sensitive, rhetorically based, and accessible

Conclusion

Course-embedded assessment is common sense, and it can enable an institution to move from having a fragmented hodge-podge of courses focused on delivering instruction to having an integrated, coherent framework centering on student learning—thus helping students to overcome the compartmentalization and fragmentation of writing (and other) knowledge that occurs when skills are not transferred across years and courses. 
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